Manju Kapur exposes the disparity and how modernity plays a major role in our society and also the hollowness modern life through her novel Custody. The present paper deals with the
key aspects of custody, like extra marital affair, exploration of children and the law system of India. Manju Kapur has published five novels and all her novels dealt with postmodern era, which became sensational in the literary world. She talks about the life of people in Metropolitan cities and how it changes the attitude of theirs and makes them to be victims of modernity through her novel Custody. She manages to disclose the atmosphere which revolves around the family and how it destroys their peace. Here the author portrays how her female protagonist goes to an extent to fulfill her need even breaking her marital relationship with her husband and lack of concern with her children. She portrays the unimaginable incident of broken marriage and illustrates how it causes their children to yearning for their custody from their parents. The children are mentally affected because of the conflict between their egoistic parents to take back their custody only to win the battle not having the real concern over the future of their children.
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Against affair with him which makes her broke the happiness of her family. She is not ready to look after her children as well as her husband. She wants to fulfill her desire beyond the age old tradition of her marriage. When Raman discovers their relationship Shagun had the guts to confront it and starts to pester for providing her a divorce and also she demands the custody of their children. On the other part of Delhi, a story revolves around Ishita, a divorcee whose marriage collapses because of her infertility. When she meets the divorced Raman her life become fruitful and happy to be a step mother to his children. At the beginning of this story Raman's attitude is described as a dutiful husband and father who did his role without crossing the traditional bond of the society. Being the bread winner of his family, he worked hard for the welfare of his wife and children but when he comes back to the house he does not show much care towards his family members. He loves his profession more than them, which leads his wife to be frustrated.
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she enjoyed her time with Ashok. Her filial love makes her to be selfish and cruel enough to left her family. Through this the author exposes that she gives importance to the desires and inner experiences. She demands that the woman needs something more than what they have been provided. In one of her interview, she says
Literature by women about families always has these larger considerations, with years of studying texts, kit becomes almost second nature to look beneath the surface at social and economic forces gender relationships and how they are played out in an arena that, in my writing happens to be the home.
But then, all sort of things happening outside do affect what is happening inside the home. (2) Manju Kapur portrays the typical mentality of Indian middle class family. She deals with the issue of infertility through the story of Ishita. In the initial stage of her marriage life her husband shows utmost love on her. But his love turns to cold when he knows that she could not give birth to a baby. Along with his parents he provides corporal treatment on her. She was treated by them cruelly. Her barrenness leads her to become a slave in their family. There is an unwritten law that the woman can get respect among the society only she gave birth to a baby, her role is allotted to labor. Ishita was abandoned by her husband shortly after her marriage. The divorced, isolated Ishita could not broke down, she had the will power to come out of her tragic condition and joined as a volunteer to teach an under privileged children which makes her to realize the real happiness in it. She was married to a divorced Raman at a second time, there begins the turning point in her life. She observes the real love and affection from her husband
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Copyright ⓒ 2019 Authors and she satisfied in her role of being a step mother to his children. She shows motherly affection towards them. Her bonding with Roohi makes her fight along with Raman to get back the custody of her children from Shagun. But Shagun successfully manipulates the mind of Arjun against Ishita as a result he began to feel that Ishita is the main cause for his parents problem. So he completely hates her and does not want to take her as his step mother. In a fit of anger he tries to poison the mind of his sister Roohi, but Roohi is too young to take the words of him into her mind. At the age of three her only need is to get motherly affection which was fulfilled by Ishita so she grows her fondness over her step mother. Ishita was careful enough to pay attention on Roohi from the egoistic battle occurs between her parents. The modern women had the opportunity for getting education, employment which makes them to think about their selfdiscovery and self-dependent. This leads to have difficulties to adjust themselves in the marriage life, especially for the woman who craves for independent life. Similar things happened in Shagun's life too, soon after her marriage she trapped into motherhood which is a major barrier for her to attain her desire and act in an independent way. Mithu Banerjee writes in a review of Custody,
Although marriage is well-trodden territory for Kapur, here her possession of the subject is complete. In the accumulation of detail and her tone of emotional restraint, Custody becomes something more than just a social commentary, but a novel that is true to the universal angst of modern marriage, with its burden of individualism kid is stuck with a depressed mother who can't leave her room, clean up the kitchen, or take the child to school. This child is ashamed to invite friends home from school and friendships suffer. My brother couldn't play Little League because there was no one to drive him to games. Extra-curricular activities suffer.
